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Deep within the bowels of the new $310-mil-' 
lion headquarters of the little known National 
Reconnaissance Office in Virginia, there is a 
glass-encased room so secret that not even Con- 
gress was told about it during hearings last 
week. 

It’s a racquetball 
court — a covert 
court, you might 
say — bought and 
paid for entirely 
with tax dollars buried inside used for squash, handball or 
the federal government’s so- badminton, said NRO spokes- 
called “black budget,” ac- woman Creda Parham, 
cording to blueprints of the Of the imported marble 
facility viewed exclusively by Parham said, “We do believe 
th *r5^ ly ™. ev y s * as a general rule that domes- 

NRO officials refused to tic marble is a softer grade 
discuss the costofthe private meaning there probably 
playground, which will boast would be more repair and 
a ^-inch-thick glass back maintenance problems” if 
wall, maple floorboards and domestic marble were used 
an adjoining aerobics and fit- “Oh, yeah, like it didn’t 
ness center. But outside ex- work on the Washington Mon- 
perts estimated the court ument and the Capitol ” 
alone will add $50,000 to quipped Joe Trento, director 
$75,000 to the project’s total of the Washington-based Na- 
bl l!* 4 . _ , tional Security News Service. 

That is absolutely out- D’Amato said that while it 
landish,” said Sen. Alfonse was probably too late to stop 
D Amato, a member of the construction of the building, 
Senate Select Intelligence he would launch a search to 
Committee, which was find out who “the genius op- 
briefed Aug. 10 by the NRO erative” was who ordered the 
but heard nothing of the imported marble and “fire 
court. “As far as I’m con- him.” 

cerned, I’ll never believe “They have got to be one of 
th ® m . „ the most arr °gant, contemp- 

But that s not all. tuous groups in government,” 

The main lobby of the posh D’Amato said of the NRO, an 
new complex is to be filled agency founded in 1960 but 
with marble quarried in Italy, technically classified until 
South Africa and Norway. In 1992. 

all, 12 types of stone will be How blueprints for the 
laid and inlaid in the lobby, once top secret building 
creating a polished, 200-foot- came to light is another story 
long swath of mostly black that reveals much about the 
and white rock, plans show. NRO’s inner workings. 

The stone will probably run In an effort to keep the 
around $200,000 in materials building’s real. purpose a se- 
alone, compared to about cret, the NRO hired Rockwell 
$6,000 for, say, the same International — a major de- o 
amount of standard vinyl fense industry contractor — p 
composition tile, experts esti- to build the 1-million-square- ■< 
mate d. foot complex. Rockwell, z 

For the convenience of the obliged to keep up appear- § 
3,000 government workers ex- ances and comply with local w 
pected to fill the building, zoning laws, in turn submit- 
there also will be an on-site ted a full set of plans to the * 
travel agency, convenience building department in Fair- m - 
store and credit bureau, fax County, Va., where the § 
plans show. The $6-billion a complex is located. g- 

year agency develops and Thus even before the build- ^ 
monitors the country’s spy ing was declassified earlier > 
satellites. this month, viewing the 

NRO officials conceded prints was as simple as locat- & 
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pose room” that can also be last week. 2 



